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Caterpillar Clues
	Activity works best with:


	Individual child
Small Groups

Classroom

	Preparation time:
	Low

	Material cost:
	$

	Activity name:
	Caterpillar Clues

	Overview:
	After reading the story, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, children are asked to recall words in the story.  They will do this through clues, including beginning word sounds.  

	Materials:
	Copy of The Very Hungry Caterpillar

	Preparation:
	Review the book and mark pages with the words you will use.

	Introduction:
	Begin by telling the children you will be talking about some of the characters or objects from the story.

Explain that they will be playing a guessing game.

Remind them that they should listen to all the clues and think.  When they have an idea they can raise their hand to make a guess.

	Activity:
	Start by giving clues for each word:

“This is the main character in the book.  He is green and long.  This word begins with a /k/ sound.” (Caterpillar)

Once children guess “caterpillar” extend their thinking by asking “Can you think of some other words from the book that begin with a /k/ sound?”  You can give clues to help them guess cocoon and cupcake. 

· “This is the small house the caterpillar built around himself” (Cocoon)

· “The caterpillar ate through this on Saturday.  It is small, round and had yellow frosting on top.”  (Cupcake) 

As they guess each object, show them the corresponding picture from the book.

Continue the game using /p/ by saying “Now I am thinking of words that begins with a new sound /p/.  I am thinking of three different types of food the caterpillar ate that began with this sound.  Does anyone remember any of the foods that began with a /p/ sound?”  (Pears, Plums, Pickles)
If children do not guess right away you can give them a clue for each of these foods to help them guess.

	Tips for conversation:
	If children guess incorrectly, use the opportunity to share the appropriate answer. For example, when guessing /p/ sounds, a child may say “popsicle”.  Say, “Popsicle does start with a /p/ sound!  But I don’t think the caterpillar ate any popsicles.  Let’ something else that starts with a /p/ he did eat?”
A child may also guess a word that starts with the wrong sound.  For example, when guessing /k/ sounds, a child may say “chocolate”.  Say “The caterpillar did eat something chocolate in the book, but chocolate starts with a /ch/ sound.  Let’s think of a word that starts with a /k/?”  

Story Vocabulary: caterpillar, cocoon, cupcake, pickle, pear, plum

	Learning connection:
	Children develop language through shared conversations and reading.

Using meaning and sound clues about objects from a familiar story, children say new words, developing their vocabulary, and identify sounds in words.
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