[image: image1.jpg](P ch v, R I

jumpstart %

read%

for the recor

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH





[image: image2.jpg]




Caterpillar Mural
	Activity works best with:
	Classrooms/libraries

Activity stations at large events

	Preparation time:
	 Low

	Material cost:
	$-$$

	Activity name:
	Caterpillar Mural 

	Overview:
	Children make a large caterpillar mural. They have the opportunity to design and personalize their own section of the caterpillar’s body, while seeing all pieces made by other children to form one large caterpillar. 

	Materials:
	Copies of The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Markers or crayons

Construction paper

Scissors

Glue

Tissue paper

Tape

Optional: A collection of art materials such as pom-poms, glitter, foam pieces 

	Preparation:
	Using construction paper, create a head and antennae to resemble the caterpillar in The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Hang the caterpillar head on the wall.

Arrange all materials on a table or flat working surface.

	Introduction:
	Begin by looking at the book and talking about the characteristics of the caterpillar’s body. 

Tell children that they will be making their own section of the caterpillar’s body. 

Explain to the children that when complete all sections will be attached to make one large caterpillar. 

	Activity:
	Provide children with a sheet of construction paper. For younger children, you might want to round the edges of the construction paper beforehand. 

Show the cover of the book to remind children that caterpillars are made up of many sections or links. 

Encourage children to decorate their own section of the caterpillar’s body with words, pictures and art materials in any way they would like.

When children complete their section they should use markers to write their name on the piece.  Adults can assist younger children by writing for them.

Children should then tape their section or work with an adult to put it on the caterpillar. 

	Tips for conversation:
	Have a conversation with children about their work.  Begin by pausing to watch and see what they are doing and then ask about what they are doing or other questions to prompt a dialogue.

Provide non-judgmental comments about children’s work.  For example, “Look at all of the colors you are using.  I see lots of red and orange on your section.” or “I noticed you are using a lot of glitter to make your piece sparkle.”

	Learning connection:
	Children develop language through shared conversation.

Children’s initiative skills are fostered when adults comment on children’s work and play alongside with the same materials.  This is enabled by adults providing children leadership opportunities and reaffirming what children are doing.

Drawing, writing, cutting, and gluing help children develop fine motor skills.
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