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Caterpillar Sock Puppet
	Activity works best with:
	Individual child

Small groups

Classrooms/libraries

Activity stations at large events

	Preparation time:
	Medium 

	Material cost:
	$$

	Activity name:
	Caterpillar Sock Puppet

	Overview:
	After reading, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, adults and children discus the anatomy of a caterpillar.  Children have the opportunity to manipulate various materials to make a caterpillar sock puppet. 

	Materials:
	Variety of adult sized socks

Pipe cleaners

A collection of art materials: pom poms, pipe cleaners, googly eyes, glitter glue

Scissors

Markers

	Preparation:
	Arrange all materials on a table or flat working surface.

	Introduction:
	Begin by talking about the physical attributes of The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Ask children “How does a caterpillar move?” 
Tell the children that today they will be creating their own sock puppet to look like The Very Hungry Caterpillar.

Explain that when they are finished they can use the puppet to retell the story or make up new stories. 

	Activity:
	Using the sock, children can use the various materials to transform the sock into a caterpillar puppet.  

Encourage children to add eyes, antennae, and other individual characteristics to make their caterpillar. Allow children the opportunity to choose what they want their caterpillar to look like.

After the puppets are created, use them to retell The Very Hungry Caterpillar or create a new story with the children.

	Tips for conversation:
	Engage in conversation about their puppet’s uniqueness.  Say, “Tell me about your puppet” You can also ask children questions like, “What will your caterpillar do?” or “What do you think your caterpillar’s favorite food is?” 

Encourage children to retell the story or create a new story using their puppet. 

	Learning connection:
	Children’s initiative skills are fostered when adults comment on children’s work and play alongside with the same materials.  This is enabled by adults providing children leadership opportunities and reaffirming what children are doing.

Storytelling with puppets helps children develop reading comprehension skills.  
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