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My Antennae
	Activity works best with:
	Individual child

Small groups

Classrooms/libraries

Activity stations at large events

	Preparation time:
	Low

	Material cost:
	$$

	Activity name:
	My Antennae

	Overview:
	Children will be given a variety of materials to create antennae like The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Children have the opportunity to re-enact the story.

	Materials:
	Multiple copies of The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Variety of pipe cleaners (color, width)

Plastic headbands (not required if you have pipe cleaners)

A variety of art materials: tissue paper, pom poms (for the top of the antennae)

	Preparation:
	Arrange all materials on a table or flat working surface.

If you cannot find plastic headbands, practice making antennae headbands by twisting two pipe cleaners together, then twist pipe cleaners for the antennae and wrap them around the headband so they will stand up. Doing this practice with the materials will help you better understand how to support children.

Make a few samples of tissue paper balls to stick on antennae.

	Introduction:
	Look at the cover of the book with children and begin by asking children to recall what The Very Hungry Caterpillar looks like, in particular call out the antennae.

Invite children to create their own antennae using the materials provided.

	Activity:
	Provide children with available materials and let them make the antennae and then figure out how to attach the antennae to the headband. 

If using the pipe cleaners for the headband an adult will need to help create a headband that fits the child.

Adults should provide children with support as needed throughout the activity.

If possible, adults should write children’s names on the headband with the permanent marker.

Children can wear the antennae and recreate or reenact the story as the caterpillar.

	Tips for conversation:
	Engage in conversation with children about how they will twist and connect the pipe cleaners to the headband. 

Discuss how the caterpillar uses their antennae and how this substitutes for how people use their senses. 

Vocabulary: antennae, twist, senses

	Learning connection:
	Children develop language through shared conversations and reading.

Children learn a new word, antennae, strengthening their vocabulary.

Children are engaged in creative thinking and problem solving.
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