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Very Hungry Collage
	Activity works best with:
	Individual child

Small groups

Classrooms/libraries

Activity stations at large events

	Preparation time:
	Medium 

	Material cost:
	$

	Activity name:
	Very Hungry Collage

	Overview:
	Eric Carle illustrated The Very Hungry Caterpillar using a collage technique.  Children have the opportunity to recreate a favorite picture from the book using a similar method as the author and illustrator.

	Materials:
	Paper 

Colorful tissue paper(cut into strips and small pieces)

Glue

Small cups (for glue)

Paintbrushes (for glue)

Markers or pencils

Multiple copies of The Very Hungry Caterpillar

	Preparation:
	Cut tissue paper in to small shapes and strips

Arrange all materials on a table or flat working surface

	Introduction:
	Show children the book and look at a variety of pictures

Begin by asking children if they noticed anything unique or different about the pictures in the book.

Discuss how the pictures are made up of collages, or lots of pieces of paper put together.

Explain that today they will have an opportunity to recreate their favorite collage picture in the book.

	Activity:
	Ask each child if they have a favorite picture from the book.  If they cannot remember, show them the book to remind them.

Once children decide on a favorite picture, make sure they have a piece of paper and a paintbrush.

Adults should model how to dab just a little glue on the paper with the paintbrush and then stick a piece of tissue paper on that spot.  Remind them they only need a little bit to make the tissue paper stick.

Children can then create any picture they choose.  If a child decides to create a picture that is not in the story that is fine as well.  Let the child be creative.

When they are complete they can use the pencils to label their pictures and write their name.  Adults can assist younger children by writing the words for them.

	Tips for conversation:
	Engage children in a conversation about their collage, by asking them why that picture is their favorite or other questions to prompt a dialogue.

Provide non-judgmental comments on children’s work.  For example, “Look at all of the colors you are using.  I see red, blue, and purple tissue paper.” or “You are using a lot of the long strips of paper to make your butterfly.”
Ask children why they think the illustrator used collages for pictures instead of drawings.

Vocabulary: illustrator, collage

	Learning connection:
	Children’s initiative skills are fostered when adults comment on children’s work and play alongside with the same materials.  This is enabled by adults providing children leadership opportunities and reaffirming what children are doing.

Children learn new words such as collage and illustrator, strengthening their vocabulary.

Creating pictures related to the story help children develop reading comprehension skills.
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