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Jumpstart’s 
Read for the Record 
Fact Sheet

What:

Jumpstart’s Read for the Record, presented in partnership with Pearson, is your chance to experience for yourself the importance of Jumpstart’s work in preschools year-round. Please join us and hundreds of thousands across the United States on October 8th, 2009 as together we read this Limited Edition Campaign Book in a record-breaking celebration of reading, service, and fun.
Why:

Each year, one third of America’s children arrive at their first day of school developmentally behind their peers and without the skills necessary to succeed at grade level. When children begin behind their peers, catching up, especially without additional assistance, is difficult and unlikely. Children who miss out on key cognitive, social and emotional experiences are more likely to repeat grades, drop out of school, and engage in criminal activity. To help children from lower-income communities advance academically in pace with their classmates, Jumpstart recruits and trains adult mentors to work one-to-one with the children and help build their reading, language and social skills. Last year, Jumpstart’s Read for the Record raised almost $2,000,000 to finance the organization’s early education work in low-income communities. 
When:

Jumpstart’s Read for the Record day is October 8, 2009. 

How:

The campaign will generate public awareness by creating the largest shared reading experience ever and by breaking the record set on October 2, 2008, when 688,000 people read the same book across the country as part of Jumpstart’s Read for the Record 2008 campaign. Participants can purchase this year’s official campaign book, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, at Walmart’s retail locations, or online at www.readfortherecord.org/books. Jumpstart will receive 100 percent of the money raised through the sale of these special edition books, which will be available for purchase beginning this summer. Reading activities on October 8, 2009 can range from personal sessions between an adult and a child to big group events with hundreds, or even thousands, of people gathering together for a large community reading session. For more information about getting involved, visit www.readfortherecord.org.
Where: 

One of the best things about reading is that it can take place anywhere and everywhere.  Group reading events will be held in schools, libraries, hotels, playgrounds, offices, and homes. Jumpstart’s Read for the Record is not limited to large events. Any child and adult can participate just by sitting down to read, and then registering their participation at www.readfortherecord.org.
Who:

Parents, teachers, community members, college students, and children of all ages.

Media Contact: 


Jessica Weed

jessica.weed@jstart.org
617.542.5867
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