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Governor’s Proclamation

Jumpstart’s Read for the Record Day
October 8, 2009

PROCLAMATION

    WHEREAS, children are born ready to learn; and 

     WHEREAS, the concept of emergent literacy suggests that the development of literacy takes place within the child beginning at birth and emerges over time through the child's interaction with oral and written language; and

     WHEREAS, each year 1 in 3 children in the U.S. enters kindergarten lacking the basic skills he or she needs to be successful; and

     WHEREAS, for 16 years, the non-profit organization Jumpstart for Young Children has offered a proven solution to this problem by pairing a caring and trained mentors with an at-risk preschool child one-to-one for a year to build critical language, literacy, social and initiative skills; and

     WHEREAS, this simple, yet powerful model prepares children to learn, encourages families to get involved with their child’s learning, and inspires adults to become teachers and child advocates; and

     WHEREAS, in 2009 alone, Jumpstart will prepare nearly 15,000 children for kindergarten – making it the largest such organization in America; and  

     WHEREAS, Jumpstart and its corporate partners American Eagle Outfitters, Pearson, Penguin and Sodexo, together with official retail partner, Walmart, have launched a public/private partnership to create the largest shared reading experience ever, and, on October 8, 2009, break our own world record for the most children reading with an adult in the same day; and 

     WHEREAS, the children’s classic The Very Hungry Caterpillar will serve as the official campaign book, and a custom edition has been created to include proven Jumpstart reading techniques for adults to read with a young child; and

     WHEREAS, through Jumpstart’s Read for the Record campaign, this public/private partnership will build awareness of America’s school readiness crisis and provide tangible, research-based tools and opportunities for participating in a solution to this crisis; and 

    WHEREAS, schools, libraries, and community organizations across the U.S. will participate in activities to support Jumpstart’s Read for the Record;

     NOW, THEREFORE, I, [name], Governor of the State of [state], do hereby

Proclaim October 8, 2009

Jumpstart’s Read for the Record Day
in [state], and I call upon all residents to learn more at

www.readfortherecord.org

and to participate in this early education awareness campaign and read

The Very Hungry Caterpillar to a child on October 8.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of [state] at the Capitol in [city] on this [date] day of [month] in the year of our Lord two-thousand and nine.

GOVERNOR
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