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Event Script with Activities
Event: 
Jumpstart’s Read for the Record

Date:
Thursday, October 8, 2009

	As attendees arrive
	[Event organizer, volunteers, teacher, etc.]:

In order for the children participating to be counted towards the record, every adult must sign the sign-in sheet, indicating the number of children they have brought to the event and will be reading with (up to 35 children/adult) today. Thank you for your help! 

Note: The sign-in is available on the Build an Event Kit webpage: http://www.readfortherecord.org/site/PageServer?pagename=events_build_an_event_kit;  please print out enough sign-in sheets prior to the event and have at least one person at the sign-in table providing oversight to adults who must sign in.  Following your event, please visit www.readfortherecord.org and complete your event registration to let us know how many children were at your event.

	[00:00-00:05]
	[Event organizer, local government official, local celebrity, teacher, etc.]:

Welcome to Jumpstart’s Read for the Record 2009!  Today we are part of a national movement to break Jumpstart’s own world record for the number of children reading the same book on the same day in order to raise public awareness and make early education a national priority.  Today, the official campaign book is The Very Hungry Caterpillar - and we can’t wait to get reading. Thank you for being here today and for being counted!

	[00:06-00:10]
	[Event organizer, local government official, local celebrity, teacher, etc.]:

School readiness must be a priority for every child and every community – overwhelming research shows us the importance of quality early learning experiences in developing the cognitive and social skills necessary for success in school and life – regardless of income.

As we read The Very Hungry Caterpillar today, please remember that, in the United States, one in three children enters kindergarten unprepared to succeed at grade level.  An important contributor to this problem is a lack of early reading experiences.  Studies show that children from low-income communities engage in one-to-one reading far less often than their middle class peers. [Include any relevant local educational statistics]. 

This disparity is at the core of a huge national problem that impacts the future of millions of children, but this problem is entirely solvable.  And that is why we are here today. This campaign is a call to action for all of us to not only take note of the issues surrounding early education, but to also be part of the solution.

Jumpstart’s Read for the Record is only one day, but please carry on the lessons of today for the rest of the year…read to your children and children in your community, donate books to your local library for children in the community to enjoy, and support local initiatives for quality early education for all children.  These efforts are the building blocks for the day when every child in America will enter school prepared to succeed.

	[00:11-00:25]
	[Event organizer, local government official, local celebrity, teacher, etc.]:

Prior to the reading, please distribute copies of the book or have the words projected (through Pearson’s Family Education Network, the digital version of The Very Hungry Caterpillar will be available in both Spanish and English on http://www.readfortherecord.org/virtualevent)  

Introduce the title, author, and illustrator of the book. Read the story aloud with the group, pausing to prompt discussion, ask questions and encourage active participation. Engage children in talking about what they see in the pictures, what is happening in the story, and how the book might relate to their life.  Or you may have participants acting out the story for the children to watch.

	[00:26-00:45]
	[Event organizer, teachers, volunteers,  etc.]:

Individual reading time with adults, and/or hands-on activities

Note: Activity suggestions are available on the Build an Event Kit webpage: http://www.readfortherecord.org/site/PageServer?pagename=events_build_an_event_kit

	[00:46-00:55]
	[Event organizer, teachers, volunteers,  etc.]:

Now it’s time for you to receive a certificate of participation (hand out Jumpstart’s Read for the Record certificate of participation to each child).  You can write in your name and color it if you wish.  

Thank you for all being part of Jumpstart’s Read for the Record 2009 – together we are breaking a world record and ensuring quality early education becomes a national priority!

Note: The certificates of participation template is available on the Build an Event Kit webpage: http://www.readfortherecord.org/site/PageServer?pagename=events_build_an_event_kit

	[00:56-01:00]
	[Event organizer, teachers, volunteers,  etc.]:

Hand out event giveaways (bookmarks, Thank you stickers, etc.)

Note: The Thank You Stickers template is available on the Build an Event Kit webpage: http://www.readfortherecord.org/site/PageServer?pagename=events_build_an_event_kit
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